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Cleanup 

Objective 
(SCO)

Minimum 
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(MCL/CSL)
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Sediment 
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(SQS)

Highest of

Effects-based
Lowest of

Effects-based
Lowest of 

Non-anthropogenic background

Non-anthropogenic background

• Benthic
• Human Health narrative
• Other Toxic & Deleterious 

substances narrative

• Benthic
• Human Health narrative
• Other Toxic & Deleterious 

substances narrative

•Chemical
•Biological

•Chemical
•Biological

=

Maximum 
allowable

Objective

Sediment 
Cleanup 
Standard 

(SCS)

Sediment Cleanup Standard 
set within a range, as close as 
practicable to objective.

• Marine
• Low Salinity narrative
• Freshwater narrative

• Marine
• Low Salinity narrative
• Freshwater narrative

Current SMS
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Cleanup Standards Terminology

MTCA Equivalent Terminology

• Remediation Level

• Sediment Cleanup Level

• Sediment Cleanup Standard

SMS – Unique Terminology

Criteria:
– Sediment Quality Standards

– Cleanup Screening Level

– Minimum Cleanup Level

Range for Cleanup Levels:
– Sediment Cleanup Objective

– Maximum Allowable Level
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Cleanup Screening 
Level (CSL)
Lowest of • Benthic

• OTRBDS

Sediment Quality 
Standard (SQS)

Lowest of 

• Benthic
• OTRBDS

Human Health narrative

Ecological Bioaccumulation 
narrative

6
PQL

Background 
narrative

Effects-based
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